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INFORMATION 
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DATE : DECEMBER 2015 SECTION : 07 - Transmission 

SUBJECT : 
VOLVO I-SHIFT TRANSMISSION - CASTROL 
SYNTRANS OIL DRAIN INTERVALS REDUCED 

 

  
 

 

APPLICATION 

Model VIN 
 

X3-45 coaches 
 

EQUIPPED WITH VOLVO I-SHIFT TRANSMISSION 
H3-41, H3-45 coaches 

  

DESCRIPTION 

Please take note that Castrol Syntrans oil isn’t fully approved for 500 000 miles (800 000 km) 
extended drain intervals on the Volvo I-Shift transmission. For this reason, this oil has been 
downgraded to regular drain intervals.  

Find below, a list of Volvo’s approved oils for extended drain as well as regular drain intervals. 

 

 
CAUTION 

Only use VOLVO-approved synthetic transmission oil in the I-Shift transmission. Using non-approved 
transmission oil can result in damage to transmission components. 

 

 
CAUTION 

Drained I-Shift synthetic oil must NEVER BE REUSED and must be replaced along with the 
transmission oil filter when the transmission oil is changed. 
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EXTENDED DRAINS 

500 000 miles / 800 000 km or 60 months 

whichever comes first 

VOLVO I-shift transmissions are factory filled with oil according to VOLVO STD 1273.18 
(Transmission Oil 97318). This oil type allows 500 000 miles (800 000 km) oil drain intervals in 
on the road long haul applications with a maximum weight of 80 000 lbs. 

Oils meeting Volvo STD 1273.19 (Transmission Oil 97319) can also be used for this purpose. 

For a service fill, please use VOLVO I-shift Transmission Fluid 75W-80. 
 
Note: Should this oil not be available, please use other approved oils from the table below. 

Extended drains: transmission oils 97318 and 97319 (500 000 miles / 800 000 km) 
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REGULAR DRAINS 

250 000 miles / 400 000 km or 30 months 

whichever comes first 

For other applications than mentioned above, the oil drain intervals is 250 000 miles (400 
000km) maximum (regular drains).  

Volvo recommends Volvo I-shift transmission fluid 75w-80 also in these applications. 

However, should this oil not be available, any other approved oil for extended drains (table 
above) or regular drains (table below) can be used. 

Regular drains: transmission oils 97307 and 97315 (250 000 miles / 400 000 km) 
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PARTS / WASTE DISPOSAL 

Discard according to applicable environmental regulations (Municipal/State[Prov.]/ Federal) 

 

 
 

Access all our Service Bulletins on https://secureus5.volvo.com/technicalpublications/en/pub.asp 
Or scan the QR-Code with your smart phone. 

 
E-mail us at technicalpublications_prev@volvo.com and type “ADD” in the subject to receive our warranty bulletins 

by e-mail. 

 


